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Literary Elements – Setting

 SETTING – when and where the story takes 
place

 Setting can include:
 Time

 Place

 Weather

 Mood or atmosphere

 Social conditions
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Literary Elements – Conflict

 CONFLICT – struggle between two opposing forces or 
characters in a story that triggers action; can be internal or 
external 

 Form 1: External Conflict:
 When characters struggle with a force outside of themselves

 Form 2: Internal Conflict:
 When characters struggle within themselves; for example, 

when they have to make an important decision or control 
their temper
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Literary Elements –
Types of Conflict

 There are four (4) main types of conflict:
 Person vs. Person
 Person vs. Nature
 Person vs. Society
 Person vs. Self

 Other forms of conflict can include:
 Person vs. Fate or God
 Person vs. Supernatural
 Person vs. Technology
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Literary Elements – Plot

 PLOT – sequence (or order) of events in a story 
(beginning, middle, end) 
 Exposition (Introduction)

 Rising Action

 Climax

 Falling Action

 Resolution (Conclusion)
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Literary Elements –
Characterization

 CHARACTERIZATION – the personality a character 
displays as well as the means by which an author reveals 
that personality 
 Indirect Characterization:

 The author allows the reader to draw his or her own opinions.

 Direct Characterization:
 The author plainly states the traits of the characters.

 Protagonist:
 The main character (hero)

 Antagonist:
 The character who fights against the protagonist (villain)
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Literary Elements –
Point of View

 POINT OF VIEW – angle or perspective from which the 
story is told 
 1st person:

 The narrator tells the story using the personal pronoun “I”.

 2nd person:
 The narrator tells the story using the personal pronoun “you”.

 3rd person:
 The narrator tells the story using “they”.

 The narrator’s perspective may be “limited” or “omniscient”.
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Literary Elements – Theme

 THEME – author’s message or moral of the story 
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